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Meditation:  Zechariah 8:18-23 
And the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, “Thus says the Lord of hosts: The fast of the 
fourth month and the fast of the fifth and the fast of the seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be to the 
house of Judah seasons of joy and gladness and cheerful feasts. Therefore love truth and peace. Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of many cities. The inhabitants of 
one city shall go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the Lord and to seek the 
Lord of hosts; I myself am going.’ Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts 
in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts: In those days ten men 
from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you.’” 
 
Call to Worship:  Zechariah 8:7 
Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, I will save my people from the east country and from the west 
country, and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.” 
 
Opening Hymn:  660 | O God beyond All Praising 
1.  O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at every gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, we honour and adore you, our great and 
mighty Lord. 
 
2.  Then hear, O gracious Saviour, accept the love we bring, that we who know your favour may serve 
you as our king; and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, we'll triumph through our 
sorrows and rise to bless you still: to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful 
duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Pastoral Prayer Followed by The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
Responsive Reading of Heidelberg Catechism: 1 & 26 
L:  What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
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ALL:  That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from 
all the power of the devil. 
 
L:  He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall 
from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my salvation. 
 
ALL:  Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and 
ready from now on to live for Him. 
 
L:  What do you believe when you say: I believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 
 
ALL:  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and earth 
and all that is in them, and who still upholds and governs them by His eternal counsel and providence, 
is, for the sake of Christ His Son, my God and my Father. 
 
L:  In Him I trust so completely as to have no doubt that He will provide me with all things necessary 
for body and soul, and will also turn to my good whatever adversity He sends me in this life of sorrow. 
 
ALL:  He is able to do so as almighty God, and willing also as a faithful Father. 
 
Song Preparation:  Lord Have Mercy 
1.  Jesus, I've forgotten the words that you have spoken  
Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim 
With a doubting heart I follow in the paths of earthly wisdom  
Forgive me for my unbelief and renew the fire again 
 
Refrain:  Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy on me (2x) 
 
2.  I have built an altar where I worship things of man  
I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from you 
So now I am returning to your mercies ever flowing  
Please, pardon my transgressions  
Help me love your name again 
(Refrain 2x) 
 
3.  I have longed to know you and all your tender mercies  
Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end 
So I bow my heart before you in the goodness of your presence  
Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night 
(Refrain 2x) 
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Word:  Ezra 3:8-13  
Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest 
of their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity. 
They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to supervise the work of the house of 
the Lord. And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, 
together supervised the workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of Henadad and the Levites, 
their sons and brothers. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the 
priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with 
cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions of David king of Israel. And they sang 
responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures 
forever toward Israel.” And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and 
heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw 
the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could 
not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping, for the people 
shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away. 
 
Homily:  “Joy & Tears” 
 
The Sending Hymn:  500 | Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
1.  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; let the water and the blood, from thy wounded 
side which flowed, be of sin the double cure, save me from its guilt and pow’r.  
 
2.  Not the labor of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands; could my zeal no respite know, could my 
tears forever flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
3.  Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling; naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look 
to thee for grace; foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
4.  While I draw this fleeting breath, when my eyes shall close in death, when I soar to worlds 
unknown, see thee on thy judgement throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. 
 
Benediction:  2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 
Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and establish you in every 
good word and work.... so that all the peoples will say... 
 
ALL:  Amen. Our LORD is faithful. Praise the LORD! 
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