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Meditation: Romans 8:31-39

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Call to Worship: Romans 8:25-26

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words.

Opening Hymn: 305 | Arise, My Soul, Arise

1. Arise, my soul, arise, Shake off your guilty fears; the bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears;
before the throne my Surety stands, before the throne my Surety stands, my name is written on His
hands.

2. He ever lives above, for me to intercede; his all redeeming love, his precious blood, to plead;
his blood atoned for every race, his blood atoned for every race, and sprinkles now the throne of grace.

3. Five bleeding wounds he bears; received on Calvary; they pour effectual prayers; they strongly
plead for me. "Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, "forgive him, O forgive," they cry, "nor let that
ransomed sinner die!"

4. My God is reconciled; his pardoning voice I hear; he owns me for his child; I can no longer fear;
with confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence I now draw nigh, and "Father, Abba, Father!" cry.

Pastoral Prayer Followed by The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever. Amen.



Responsive Reading of Psalm 28
L: Toyou, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, [ become like those who
go down to the pit.

ALL: Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, when I lift up my hands toward
your most holy sanctuary. Do not drag me off with the wicked, with the workers of evil, who speak
peace with their neighbors while evil is in their hearts.

L: Give to them according to their work and according to the evil of their deeds; give to them
according to the work of their hands; render them their due reward.

ALL: Because they do not regard the works of the Lord or the work of his hands, he will tear them
down and build them up no more. Blessed be the Lord! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for
mercy.

L: The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and [ am helped; my heart exults,
and with my song I give thanks to him.

ALL: The Lord is the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of his anointed. Oh, save your
people and bless your heritage! Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Song of Preparation: | Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken

1 Jesus, [ my cross have taken, All to leave and follow Thee.

Destitute, despised, forsaken, Thou from hence my all shall be.
Perish every fond ambition, All ['ve sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition! God and heaven are still my own.

2. Let the world despise and leave me, They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me; Thou art not, like them, untrue.
O while Thou dost smile upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends disown me, Show Thy face and all is bright.

3. Man may trouble and distress me, Twill but drive me to Thy breast.
Life with trials hard may press me; Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.
Oh, tis not in grief to harm meWhile Thy love is left to me;

Oh, twere not in joy to charm me, Were that joy unmixed with Thee.

4. Soul, then know thy full salvationRise o’er sin and fear and care

Joy to find in every station, Something still to do or bear.

Think what Spirit dwells within thee, Think what Fathers smiles are thine,
Think that Jesus died to win thee, Child of heaven, canst thou repine.



Word: 1 ]John 5:1-12

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it
that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he who
came by water and blood—]esus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the
Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit
and the water and the blood; and these three agree. If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony
of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever
believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a
liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is
the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

Sermon: “Living life as an overcomer!”

The Sending Hymn: 521 | My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
1. My Hope is Built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
[ dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain: On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking
sand.

2. When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood Support me in the 'whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found;
dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)

Benediction: 2 Peter 1:2-3

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue... so that all the peoples will say...

ALL: Amen. Our LORD is faithful. Praise the LORD!



