
Chattanooga Valley Presbyterian Church
Seven Lessons & Carols Celebrating Christ’s Birth

December 12, 2021
*Please stand as you are able.

Prelude

Welcome, Introduction & Prayer | Pastor Dennis Louis

*Call to Celebrate: Psalm 98:1-4
1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him. 2 The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his
righteousness in the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to
the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 Make a joyful
noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

*Galatians 4:4-5
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the
law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

*God’s Greetings: Rejoice, O Daughter of Zion, your warfare is accomplished and your
iniquity is pardoned!

*Opening Carol: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen | 211
1.  God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas day,
to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray; [Refrain]

Refrain: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

2. From God our Heavenly Father, a blessed angel came;
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same:
how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. [Refrain]

3.  "Fear not, then", said the angel," let nothing you affright;
this day is born a Saviour of a pure virgin bright,
to free all those who trust in him from Satan's power and might." [Refrain]

4.  The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
and left their flocks a-feeding, in tempest, storm and wind:
and went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to find. [Refrain]

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-12 | Reader: Isabel Kennedy
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the
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sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.”

Carol: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel | 194
1.  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until
the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2.  O come, O come thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, in ancient times didst
give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

3.  O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell thy
people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
thee, O Israel.

4.  O come, thou Day-Spring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; disperse the gloomy
clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
thee, O Israel.

5.  O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home; make safe the way that
leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel.

Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18 | Reader: Cate Voyles
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I
have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18
and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.”

Carol: I Will Exalt You, My God and King

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 | Reader: Evangeline Williams
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the
yoke of his burden,and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult, and every garment rolled
in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it, with justice
and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do
this.

Carol: “God’s Anointed You” From Hebrews 1
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Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9 | Reader: Andrew Chaplin
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight shall
be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his
ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his
loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Carol: Lovely Child, Holy Child

Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38 | Reader: Isaiah Staven
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her
who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Carol: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-16 | Reader: Lexi Jones
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.8 And in the same
region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
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cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger.

Carol: The King of Glory Comes

Seventh Lesson: John 1:1-14 | Reader: Lena Collins
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Carol: Holy Books

*Closing Remarks, Instructions, and Prayer

*Concluding Carol: Go Tell It on the Mountain | 224
Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

1.  While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain]

2.  The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour’s birth. [Refrain]

3.  Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

*Benediction: 2 Corinthians 13:14
All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Postlude
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